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Environmental Protection Society (EPS) in
collaboration with Forest Department, district
Swat and local community at Alamganj
Charbagh Swat, launched spring plantation
with plantation of 2600 plants of different
species. An event was held on March 17, 2021,
whereon Mr. Akbar Zeb (Executive Director —
EPS) highlighted key messages on the occasion.

Spring Plantation event was started from the
recitation of few verses from the Holy Quran
and key note address was given by Executive
Director EPS. SDFO highlighted importance of
forest and plantation in the scenario of climate
change and disasters. Mr. Haseeb (PM EPS)
highlighted importance of water conservation,
forest cover and safe environment in the
context of COVID-19. Mr. Masroor Ahmad —
Program Manager being the facilitator of the
event thanked all the participants at the end of
the event after plantation of 600 plants as 2000
plants were already planted by the concerned
community.

The best time to
plant a tree was
20 years ago.
The second best
time 1s now.

~Chinese Proverb




Key highlights of the World Environment Day celebrated
by Environmental Protection Society (EPS) on June 05,
2021 are given below;

& World Environment Day was celebrated in

Islampur Village, Marghuzar Valley, district Swat on
June 05, 2021.

The event was organized by Environmental
Protection Society (EPS) through its LIFE Project in
partnership with IRC Pakistan.

Key stakeholders present during the event were
EPS Chairman, Councilors, members, high officials
of WSSC Company district Swat, renowned
religious scholars, local influential and activists.
Schools students, local activist and sanitary
workers from WSSC Swat were present and took
active participation in the event through a cleaning
campaign of old graveyard and its surroundings.
ED EPS, Mr. Akbar Zeb Sb welcomed the
participants and highlighted key points in the
context of environment, its importance, our role
and for future.

Project Manager LIFE Project also shed lights on
importance of cleanliness, sanitation and solid
waste management as prime responsibility of a
decent society.

WSSC Chairman, Mr. Shida Muhammad highlighted
importance of clean environment and stressed on
to work jointly for a clean and safe society. The
participants appreciated WSSC work in urban
settlement of district Swat and hoped that due to
new legislation for including Islampur valley in
WSSC jurisdiction, the area will receive sanitation
support from WSSC Swat.

At the end of the event cleaning campaign of
Islampur Banr and its surrounding was carried out
by more than 80 participants. Some of the
participants had their spade and broom. Almost 15
sanitary worker of WSSC were also present with
their tools.




Sanitation campaign is the
collaborative effort of government,
line agencies and NGOs to ensure
an end to health suffering due to
the poor sanitation conditions in
communities i.e. to end the open
defecation, to ensure good hygiene
practices, to properly manage
sewage and drainage and to ensure
safe disposal of solid waste
management. For this purpose
sanitation campaigns were
organized in 15 villages in
coordination with TMA, Health,
education, and LG and village
council Nazims to sensitize and
aware communities against the
negative impact of dirty
environment and ill sanitation
management. Lectures and
briefings were delivered on the
subject of sanitation in the light of Islam, implications of health issues due to the ill situation of WASH was explalned,
the economic and social disadvantages of improper sanitation management were also discussed.




Community Led Total Sanitation (CLTS) Triggering (Refreshers)

Community Led Total Sanitation (CLTS) is an innovative methodology for mobilizing communities to eliminate open
defecation (OD) in communities. Communities are sensitized and made aware about the ill situation and ill effects of
open defecation. It is a demonstrative process in which community representatives draw their village map on ground
showing all the land marks of the village including clean and dirty location with different colors. Communities are
facilitated to conduct their own appraisal and analysis
of open defecation (OD) and take their own action to
become ODF (open defecation free). CLTS Triggering
activity was carried out in 25 target villages of District
Swat in last year with the objectives to identify needs
through social mapping, ignite behavior change, self-
realization, affordable technology options, Demand-
based capacity building, and Community led incentives
to exclude open defecation. The methodology used
during the activity was Rapport building, social
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mapping, Transect walk, calculation of faces, Flow diagrams,
Calculation of medical expenses and community Action Plan
development by the community for the community. In the
reporting period CLTS triggering (Refreshers) has been done
in 9 Male and 9 female communities to ensure real and
sustainable improvements.

Total construction activities initiated during the reporting period were 22
WASH schemes, which include 18 Schemes under the regular LIFE program
and 4 schemes under the additional funding program. The additional
funding schemes have been completed and handed over to communities
and institutions accordingly. In the regular program 15 schemes have been
completed, which include 6 schemes in education institutions, 5 schemes
in villages and 4 schemes in Health institutions.
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Interest Free Loan Programme o) 8 9 s

Interest Free Loan Programme is a part of National Poverty Graduation Initiative (NPGI) which is under Government of
Pakistan Ehsaas Program and comes under Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety Division of the Cabinet Secretariat,
Government of Pakistan. Government has mandated Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF) and Benazir Income
Support Programme (BISP) for the implementation of NPGI program. Environmental Protection Society (EPS) is among
the 40 implementing partners of PPAF across Pakistan. EPS during the first two quarters of 2021 provided a total of 764
interest free loans to deserving households with coverage of 59% female borrowers. Total number of female borrowers
supported are 448 while male borrowers supported through interest free loan are 316. Further sector wise distribution
of loans is given in below chart;

Details of Borrowers benefited during January to June 2021 with Sector Wise

600 Information
500
400
300 262
203
200 155
88
100
41
, — —
Agriculture/Cropping Commodity/Petty Livestock/Poultry/ Fish Manufacturing/Light Embroidery/Stitching/  Services (Beauty Parlor,
Trading Farming Engineering/ Workshop  Handicrafts/Business For Barber, Carts, Service
Women Station, etc.)

Through supporting deserving entrepreneurs in establishing and boosting their productive enterprises in above shared
sectors has brought happiness on the faces of many hopeless entrepreneurs. Many have started new hybrid tomato
crop sowing which is expected to earn them a lot in coming off-season as the prices are normally high and no supply
are available from other parts of the country.

Building Reselience to Disasters and Climate Change (BRDCC) PrOJect in dlstrlct Shangla
Building Resilience to Disasters and Climate Change (BRDCC) Project is : ' B
under implementation in two union councils of district Shangla in
partnership with Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF) and National
Disaster & Risk Management Fund (NDRMF). So far selection of seven
—_ T n feasible sites has
e .. T peencompleted
: along with
~international
standard structure
design and relevant
requirements. PPAF
& NDRMF are in the process to finalize the submitted proposals and
advertise it in national newspapers. EPS conducted three Operational
& Maintenance Trainings of 72 community members (O&M
Committees) out of WhICh one event was specifically arranged for female O&M Committee members. At the end of
each training an Action Plan was prepared by the participants.




Winter Emergency Assistance — Utror

Kalam district Swat

Environmental Protection Society (EPS) in collaboration
with Penny Appeal Pakistan (PAPk) implemented ‘Winter
Emergency — Giving Tuesday Project’ in village Utror,
Kalam, Tehsil Bahrain, District Swat, KP. The project
benefited total 112 households through provision of
winterizations kits. Households were selected based on
vulnerability to severe cold weather and poverty
parameters. Winterization kits were consisting of Blanket
{Razai/Fleece (02)}, Shawl (1 Male & 1 Female),
Sweater/hood (02), Woollen Caps (02), Socks (06 Pairs),
Soap (03), Face Masks (24) and packing. Coordination with
DC Swat was made and relevant support was sorted out. It
is to mention that almost 4-5 feet snowfall was noted from
Kalam to Utror and the dwellers were in dire need for the
support to spend the severe winter season securely and
also to adopt protective measures against COVID-19
pandemic.

WINTER EMERGEMCY,_
GIVING TUESDAY PROJS
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